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Comparing the Frameworks

VEYLDF EYLF
·EC settings for children  

from birth to eight years

·Written for all 
professionals working with 
children from birth to eight 
years

·Strong focus on 
collaboration among 
professionals

·Focus on transition to 
school

·EC settings for children 

from birth to five years

·Written for educators 

working with children from 

birth to five years

·Strong focus on pedagogy

·Focus on transitions more 

broadly



VEYLDF and the EYLF

Both Frameworks emphasise the crucial 

importance of working in partnership with 

families and children.



Characteristics of partnerships

·Respect

·Mutual trust

·Ongoing communication

·Willingness to negotiate

·Appreciation of each otherõs different and 
complementary contributions and 
perspectives

·Power sharing (including shared decision 
making)



Partnerships

...a partnership implies a relationship where 

negotiation is the norm...

agreement is not assumed but sought.

(Davis, Day & Bidmead, 2002, p. 54).



Key ideas on partnerships with 

families in the VEYLDF and the EYLF

·Families as childrenõs first and most 
influential educators

·Critical importance of childrenõs belonging 
to family

·Childrenõs attachments within the family 
as a secure base for exploration and 
learning and childrenõs identity

·Diversity in family life leads to diversity of 
childrenõs experiences



Partnerships practices in the 

VEYLDF & EYLF

·Creating a welcoming and culturally inclusive 

environment 

·Using familiesõ understanding of their child 

to support shared decision making

·Working together to construct curriculum

·Engaging families in planning and assessment 

·Engaging families in transition experiences 

·Ongoing two-way sharing of information 



Different approaches

What are the differences between:

·a child centred approach,

·a family centred approach and 

·a child-in-the-context-of-family centred 

approach?

What are the implications of these 

differences for partnerships?



Partnership with families

This means approaching each individual with 

great sensitivity in terms of his or her 

particular background and personal history. It 

means ôlisteningõ to the differencesé.

It [the pedagogy of listening] means letting 

go of any truths we consider to be absolute 

and being open to doubt, giving value to 

negotiation as a strategy of the possible.

(Rinaldi, 2001: 41-42).



Family involvement

·What opportunities for family 

involvement/participation exist in your 

service? What are their purposes? 

·Do they support partnerships? If so, how?

·If not, are there more effective ways to 

support partnerships? 



Communication 

·What is the tone of the written materials 
for families using your service (notices, 
newsletters, handbooks)? Do they convey 
welcome and partnership? 

·How do you make sure that you 
communicate with all families? 

·Do you make a point of giving families all the 
good news about their child that you can? 


