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Emotions do not fit neatly into a tight
time line or a hurried schedule. —

Children need time and they need us.
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—:, ways Important, especially
when it IS young and needs
time to grow.
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Professmnals inrearly childhood are under
Increasing pressure to “deliver the goods™.

To provide every opportunity for children so
that before they even commence school,
they are literate, numerate, will mannered

dibehaved, polite, socialised, creative, e
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We measure SUCCESS of schools not by the
-

Kinds of human beings they promote but by
whatever increases Iin reading scores they
chalk up. We have allowed guantitative
standards, so central to the economic
/stem, 1o become the principal yardstick for.
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" “The factory modellof education hurries
childrenibecause It ignores individual
differences in mental abilities and learning
rates and learning styles. Childrenjare
pressured to meet uniform standards as

ured by standardized tests.
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lUnr_iappily, the over testing of children has

~  become more extensive than ever. Media
pressures to turn children into consumers has
also grown exponentially”. Elkind 2001 -

Vlctorlan Example:
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The standardised testlng In years 3 and 5
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__“Parents are under more pressure than
ever to over schedule their children and
have them engage In organized sports
and other activities that may. be age

Inappropriate”..
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= Children being overscheduled

= Ex
be

= Ex

pectations of children to be “perfectly
naved”

nectations of children to be literate and

e




o Pond Wis dad s never +l'-rrt .
and e watthes a lot of
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= An ‘economic rationalist perspecﬁe that
measures guality based on “throughput”. A
data driven mentality.

= Significant shift in technology that'has
guickened the world. Immediate

atification,, answers and responses. '
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— Objectives
— Goals _— ~

— Standards
— Benchmarks
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= Parents response:
= TO be

—Healthy. —
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Vvinat IS SUCCESS ¢
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~ =rPositive-self eétgem_
= Ability to communicate effectively and
articulate needs and views -

= Ability to form relationships
= Respectful interactions and acceptance of
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= To be literate and numerate
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— To make sense of thmgs
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= To relate literacy and numeracy to everyday
life

= To be motivated to find things out and
understand

WO research, to investigat plore,
= Toread @mn e - =




How we believe ourselves to be most of the
time. A sense that we are okay people, we
are lovable, respected and worthwhile. A
realistic view of who we are.
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%M are, what we

can do, what we need to work toward




__A child’s personal' capacity not only”
{0 manage stress but to come out
of a difficult situation positively. To
come out ‘on top'. To bounce back.
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= Challenges:
e

= Working within a complex world with
conflicting messages and huge expectations

= Competing and confused messages from
colleagues: Eg. School readiness, role of

ﬁ childheoed programs —-—-——-—"-"
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= Over regulation
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" = For some childreniand families, the early’
childheod program may be the only place
where play, where time and childhood itself

IS valued
= Hold firmly to the play based curriculum

ﬁever compromise or bog Eo Eres;uw
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~_= Development off ldentity (! belong)
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s=SelirCencept (I'ny anl ekay persen)

= Self competence (| can handle thlngs 0);¢=1Y
MOost of the time)

= Resjlience (| can tisaeaim)
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~ = The adult needs to be capable of “holding”
what the child produces, whether it be
crying, biting, hitting, anxiety, anger,
discomfort. The adult needs to be able to
transform these communications of the

-
“Hoelding ISitHeremotion 10 of an =
axperience rather than blaming
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e :Aﬁﬁroaiate_‘exﬁ—éga}iﬁns (brain and child
~ development)
— Modeling
— Reflecting feelings ( acknowledgment) -
— Attaching
ationship. building
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~ = LookK after yourself =

= Avoid'the hurry

= Be proud of your role and what you offer
children —— ‘

i



VWriat can parernis cdo?

= Provide lots of down time and play time at
home or the park
= Avoid over scheduling

= Have meal times together

egular bed and sleep routines et
ﬁ
labieﬁM'tmg home
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= What's th

e hury? Reclaiming childhood!in
anreverscheduled world. By Kathy Walker

= Kathy’s Website:
www. kathywalkeredcon.cem.au



http://www.kathywalkeredcon.com.au/
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