
“Today’s children will work with, 
go to school with, be friends 

with, live next door to, and form 
permanent relationships with 
people from cultures different 

from their own.” 
 

Anne Stonehouse 

Aboriginal Australians are the traditional owners of the land with a continuous history of ownership for more than 40,000 years. 
European settlement dates from 1788. Australia is one of the most diverse countries in the world. 

TODAY’S AUSTRALIANS…WHO ARE WE? 
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At the 2006 Census... 
• Australia has a population of 

19,855,288 
• People from more than 250 

ancestries live in Australia 
• 4,416,037 (22.2%) were born 

overseas 
 
The main countries of birth are: 

– Australia 14,072,944 
(70.9%) 

– United Kingdom 856,939 
(4.3%) 

– New Zealand 389,463 
(2.0%) 

– China 206,591 (1%) 
– Italy 199,121 (1%) 
– Vietnam 159,850 (0.8%) 

The main languages spoken at 
home in Australia: 

– English 15,581,333 (78.5%) 
– Chinese 465,154 (2.3%) 
– Italian 316,890 (1.6%) 
– Greek 252,220 (1.3%) 

In 2006, the top 10 countries of 
immigration to Australia were: 

– United Kingdom 17.9% 
– New Zealand 14.6% 
– India 9.1% 
– China 8.1% 
– Philippines 3.9% 
– South Africa 2.8% 
– Vietnam 2.5% 
– Sudan 2.3% 
– Malaysia 2.2% 
– Afghanistan 2.1% 

Over 6 million immigrants have 
come to Australia since the end of 

World War II 
97% of Humanitarian program arrivals are from North Africa 
and the Middle East (42.2%), Sub-Saharan Africa (29.9%), 
Central Asia (15.9%) and South East Asia (9.9%) 

Reference: 2006 Australian Census. Department of Immigration and Citizenship, website - Statistics 
June 2007 

Australia took immigrants from the 
following categories 
• Migration program 48,736 
• Humanitarian program 6,500 
• Non-program arrivals 12,864 
Total 68,100 

29,670 were skilled migrants, of these: 
– 38.7% were professionals 
– 13.4% were tradespeople 
– 12.8% were managers and 

administrators 



In Victoria… 
• Population 4,932,422 
• 30,141 are indigenous (0.6%) 
• 21% of Victorians have at least one parent born overseas 
• 233 counties are represented 
• 116 religions are celebrated 
• 24.5% of immigrants settle in Victoria including 1700 refugees in 2006 

In 2006, 16,685 immigrants settled in Victoria 
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Immigrants to Victoria came from: 
 

Oceania 1985 Fiji, New Zealand, Samoa 

Europe 2645 Serbia & Montenegro, Croatia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Macedonia, Germany, Ireland, 
United Kingdom 

North Africa & Middle East 1667 Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Sudan, Syria, Turkey 

South East Asia 3094 Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 

North East Asia 2159 China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Taiwan 

Southern Asia 3334 Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 

Central Asia 448 Afghanistan 

North America 241 Canada, USA 

South America 176 Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Peru 

Sub-Saharan 865 Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Mauritius, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South 
Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Former USSR & Baltic States 71 Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan 




